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“Worship that is pure and unblemished in the sight of God the father is this: to visit and help and care for the widows and
orphans in their affliction and need….” James 1:27

Experience a visit to the orphanage with our team from Kommunar Church

Albina has known our volunteers
from Kommunar Church for a long
time: since the first grade.

Kirill wanted to go to the military
school attached to the
orphanage, but wasn’t
successful. Maybe next year.

When ministry teams from the USA visit
orphanages in Russia, we usually experience
smiling children running up and down hallways,
much laughter, and many hugs.
It is difficult to get the children to open up and let
visitors know what is really happening in their lives.
We have asked our ministry teams in Russia to
try to find out more about the children’s dreams,
their worries, and how we can pray for the children.
In this month’s newsletter, we share with you
some of the conversations that our team from the
Kommunar Church had with children at the
Gatchina Orphanage and Internat School.
Our thanks to Sveta and Andrey Ziablitsev for
this report:
Marina, 8 grade, Roma`s sister, said: “I am not
going home for holidays because my mother drinks
hard and I hate her.” (Her mother is pregnant now
and lives in a common law marriage).

Look closely and you will see the
children’s pet hamster. Their pet rat
was drowned in a toilet sink. Watch
out, hamster!

Svetlana studies with distinction. She has a
father who takes care of her. Her mother lives with
another man and drinks hard. She was ill for
Christmas and didn`t get a Christmas gift. (The
Kommunar team will give her a gift on their next
visit.)
Teachers say Olga doesn`t want to talk to her
younger sister Natasha. We promised to talk to
Olga.
Girls from 5 grade have a hamster in a box at
their room. They used to have a tame rat, but one
day it ran away from their room and a janitor found
it. She thought: “My goodness!!! RAT!!!” And
drowned it in a toilet sink. Poor rat!
Roma went away from the internat territory to
walk around Gatchina (against the rules). A
teacher caught him.
(Continued on next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>)

Kirill didn`t manage to enter a military school this
year. He said: “I will try again next year.”
When we asked children what they want to be
in the future, seven girls said: “hairdresser”. Next
time we want to take a woman from our church who
is a hairdresser to the internat.
We learned that a boy who lives here lost his
parents at a road accident: now his grandfather is
his guardian.
Sara came from Tajikistan with her mother and
father. They have four children. A couple of
months ago a car hit her father and now her mother
has to work at several jobs.
Albina says that she knows us for long period of
time, since her 1 grade.
Sasha. A family wanted to adopt him. Internat
administration did everything possible to end
parental rights of his birth mother (as she drinks
hard). But then the family renounced to take
Sasha as some problems appeared between the
wife and a husband. Now Sasha lives at the
internat. Pray for God to give Sasha new
parents.
The teachers told our team that the children do
not want to study, and some of them have begun
smoking. Our team talked with the children about
the damage caused by smoking and drinking
alcohol. Sveta tells us that the boys listened very
closely.

Celebrating Christmas at the orphanages

Peter Kravchuk, his wife Leah, and their family (including
15 foster children) spend their Christmas time
conducting Christmas pageants and distributing gifts in
orphanages and youth detention centers around St.
Petersburg. Support from Big Family Mission partners
helped to make this year’s program a success.

Liza, Guzal, and Andrey were the only children at the
orphanage when Gatchina church visited in late
December (many children can visit relatives during
holidays). They received a board game which teaches
children how to make good decisions.

Sveta Ziablitsev with girls at Gatchina Orphanage
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