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“Worship that is pure and unblemished in the sight of God the father is this:  to visit and help and c are for the 
widows and orphans in their affliction and need….”  James 1:27  

 
 

Exciting news from Russia! 
     We are blessed to inform you that Ivan 
Iklyushin will be joining with Big Family 
Mission to lead our ministry in Russia.   
     During his six years of leading a large 
television ministry in Russia, Ivan has 
already done much to inform Eastern 
European Christians about the plight of 
Russian orphans. 
     For the past six months, Ivan has been 
developing and managing an advertising 
firm in St. Petersburg, and will continue in 
that role as he joins with Big Family. 
     At left, meet Ivan, his wife Tanya, and 
daughters Vera and Liza, who were 
enjoying a warm day in Ivan’s parents’ 
apple garden when this photo was taken.  

The family is expecting a third child in June.  We first met Ivan at his home church in Kommunar when he was 
still in university. He has already done much fruitful work for the Lord, and is excited to be leading our ministry 
in Russia.  We expect that you will be hearing much from Ivan in future newsletters. 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Russia with No Orphans: major focus beginning this year  

 
 

     Beginning this year, the major focus for Big Family Mission will be "Russia with No Orphans".  Is it possible 
to have a Russia without orphans?  When we first began our work in Russia nine years ago, we would have 
said “no, it’s impossible”.  But, thanks to all of yours prayers, we see how God is moving in Russia to bring 
orphans into families. 
    A few churches are already deeply involved in promoting adoption among their congregations, but the 
message of God's desire to place orphans into families must be proclaimed throughout all of Russia. 
     Russia's government is already focused on "Russia with no orphans".  In his recent annual address to the 
nation, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev said there should be no orphans in Russia because the main goal 
for orphanages is to help families to adopt children.  President Medvedev said that much needs to be done in 
the country "so the phrase 'abandoned children' disappears from our lives." 
     Other ministries are beginning to focus on this goal of "no orphans", and Big Family Mission will seek to 
work with church, ministry, and government leaders to bring children into families throughout Russia. 
     Will you join us in praying for "Russia with No Orphans"?  In the past, we have seen so many mountains 
moved by prayer.  Working with our own human ideas and efforts, a "Russia with no orphans" is 
impossible.  But, with God, all things are possible! 

 
 

Thank you!  God bless you!  

 

     Thanks to your generous support of Big Family, 
we were able to provide Christmas gifts to orphans 
in nine different orphanages and foster homes in 
Russia, Belarus, and India. 
     The orphanage we are helping in India is a 
Christian orphanage, but in Russia, most of the 
children who received gifts are in orphanages that 
are operated by the government.  
     “Preaching” and “proclaiming the gospel” are 
officially not allowed.  Despite this rule, our 
volunteers and ministry leaders are able to  
 

 
celebrate Christmas with the children and talk 
about the true meaning of Christmas.  This is 
especially important in Russia, because the birth of 
Christ was not widely celebrated during the time of 
Communism.   
     Even today, most Russians focus on celebrating 
the New Year rather than Christmas. 
     On the back page of this month’s newsletter, we 
include a couple of photos from some of the 
Christmas activities.  We’ll have more photos next 
month. 



 Merry Christmas from 
Luga, Russia, with 
much love and thanks!       
   One might say that Luga 
is “off the beaten path”.  On 
a good day with good 
weather, the journey over 
roads full of potholes 
usually takes about 4 
hours. Our ministry partner 
visited Luga in November 
to begin preparations for 
Christmas at Luga.  Here 
are excerpts from 
Natasha’s report: “Trip to 
Luga always looks like a 
challenge for us, first 
because it is so far to 
travel, and secondly, if 
you compare the economic 

situation of those kids and children at other places, it's easy to see that they need more attention. When we 
talked about their sponsors, the children were so excited to realize how many friends remember about them all 
over the world! Then we wanted to do something special for our partners, and children decided they want to 
send their Christmas greeting by writing "Merry Christmas!". Children wrote the letters from the Russian phrase 
of that wonderful saying "�  ���������	 !", and you may see on the enclosed picture how it looks! This is 
something little that they can send directly from them… to you!  At the end of our visit we brought snacks and 
spent time talking with the children.  
     We had planned to return to Luga in early January for Russia Christmas, but we discovered that this year 
the orphanage has no money for presents that they can put under the tree, and many children are staying at 
Luga internat for the holidays because they have nowhere to go. We decided that it will be better to spend our 

planned sum of money for a December trip to fix presents for the children 
that they will find under the Christmas tree in the morning of 1 January 2011. 
     Everything went nice in that trip except our "old horse" (our car) broke 
completely.  After several efforts for me and Lena to move it by pushing (can 
you imagine how it looked on the road!), we had to leave it in one of the 
streets in St. Petersburg after one pedal went under the floor. Praise the Lord 
it happened in the city!” 
     Thank you, Natasha and Lena, for your wonderful heart for God’s special 
children.  We recently heard from Natasha (some of you know her as “Natasha 
Billie”), that her “old horse” is on its last legs.  If God is leading anyone to help 
Natasha and her team to be able to continue traveling over a lot of rough roads to 
visit some very special children, you can send a donation for a “younger horse” (car) 
to Big Family, and we will pass it along to Natasha’s ministry.  
     Big Family is now partnering with Natasha’s ministry (Help for Children) to give 
lots of hugs and spread the Light and Love of Jesus in orphanages at Luga and Ukki 
(also spelled “Jukki”).  In photo at left, Natasha is talking with one of the girls at Jukki 

at Christmas celebration there.  Through Help for Children, we have also begun to help with the ministry of Grace Center, 
a transition home for older orphans and unwed mothers.  More about Christmas next month! 

 

Contact information: 
 

Ken and Dianne Dockery 
Volunteers & International Coordinators 
Big Family Mission 
83 Boy Scout Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530  
Telephone:  (610) 285-8542 

Contact for Russian ministry in America 
 

Sergei & Nadya Morozov 
Coordinators of Russian Ministry in America 
Big Family Mission 
79 Claredon Avenue 
Chicopee, MA 01013 
Home phone:  (413) 592-6919 

Big Family Mission is an international, inter-denominational mission outreach involving churches and Christians from many 
different denominations. 

 
 

               Website:  www.bigfamilyministry.org                          E-mail: info@bigfamilyministry.org 

 


